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$ri-hiranyakasipur uvaca
kalpante kala-srstena

yo 'ndhena tamasavrtam
abhivyanag jagad idam
svayaiijyotih sva-rocisa

atmana tri-vrta cedam
srjaty avati lumpati
rajah-sattva-tamo-dhamne

paraya mahate namah
$ri-hiranyakasipuh uvaca—Hiranyakasipu said; kalpa-ante—at the end of
every day of Lord Brahma; kala-srstena—created by the time factor; yah
—he who; andhena—Dby dense darkness; tamasa—Dby ignorance; avrtam
——covered; abhivyanak—manifested; jagat—cosmic manifestation; idam
—this; svayam-jyotih—self-effulgent; sva-rocisai—by his bodily rays;
atmanda—>by himself; tri-vrta—conducted by the three modes of material
nature; ca—also; idam—this material world; srjati—creates; avati—
maintain s; lumpati—annihilates; rajah—of the mode of passion; sattva
—the mode of goodness; tamah—and the mode of ignorance; dhamne—
unto the supreme lord; paraya—unto the supreme; mahate—unto the
great; namah—my respectful obeisances.

Let me offer my respectful obeisances unto the supreme lord within this
universe. At the end of each day of his life, the universe is fully covered
with dense darkness by the influence of time, and then again, during his
next day, that self-effulgent lord, by his own effulgence, manifests,
maintains and destroys the entire cosmic manifestation through the
material energy, which is invested with the three modes of material



nature. He, Lord Brahma, is the shelter of those modes of nature—
sattva-guna, rajo-guna and tamo-guna.

The words abhivyanag jagad idam refer to he who creates this cosmic
manifestation. The original creator is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Krsna (janmady asya yatah [SB 1.1.I]); Lord Brahma is the
secondary creator. When Lord Brahma is empowered by Lord Krsna as
the engineer to create the phenomenal world, he becomes the supremely
powerful feature within this universe. The total material energy is
created by Krsna, and later, taking advantage of all that has necessarily
been created, Lord Brahma engineers the entire phenomenal universe.
At the end of Lord Brahma's day, everything up to Svargaloka is
inundated with water, and the next morning, when there is darkness in
the universe, Brahma again brings the phenomenal manifestation into
existence. Therefore he is described here as he who manifests this
universe.

Trin gunan vrnoti: Lord Brahma takes advantage of the three modes of
material nature. prakrti, material nature, is described here as tri-vrtd, the
source of the three material modes. Srila Madhvacarya comments in this
connection that tri-vrta means prakrtya. Thus Lord Krsna is the original

creator, and Lord Brahma is the original engineer.
TEXT 28

nama adyaya bijaya
jiana-vijiana-miirtaye
pranendriya-mano-buddhi-

vikarair vyaktim tyuse
namah—I offer my respectful obeisances; adyaya—unto the original
living creature; bijaya—the seed of the cosmic manifestation; jiana—of
knowledge; vijiana—and of practical application; miirtaye—unto the
deity or form; prana—of the life air; indriya—of the senses; manah—of
the mind; buddhi—of the intelligence; vikaraih—by transformations;
vyaktim—manifestation; iyuse—who has obtained.



I offer my obeisances to the original personality within this universe,
Lord Brahma, who is cognizant and who can apply his mind and realized
intelligence in creating this cosmic manifestation. It is because of his
activities that everything within the universe is visible. He is therefore
the cause of all manifestations.

The Vedanta-siitra begins by declaring that the Absolute Person is the
original source of all creation (janmady asya yatah [SB 1.1.I]). One may
ask whether Lord Brahma is the Supreme Absolute Person. No, the
Supreme Absolute Person is Krsna. Brahma receives his mind,
intelligence, materials and everything else from Krsna, and then he
becomes the secondary creator, the engineer of this universe. In this
regard we may note that the creation does not take place accidentally,
because of the explosion of a chunk. Such nonsensical theories are not
accepted by Vedic students. The first created living being is Brahma,
who is endowed with perfect knowledge and intelligence by the Lord. As
stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam, tene brahma hrda ya adi-kavaye: [SB 1.1.1]
although Brahma is the first created being, he is not independent, for he
receives help from the Supreme Personality of Godhead through his
heart. There is no one but Brahma at the time of creation, and therefore
he receives his intelligence directly from the Lord through the heart.
This has been discussed in the beginning of Srimad-Bhagavatam.

Lord Brahma is described in this verse as the original cause of the cosmic
manifestation, and this applies to his position in the material world.
There are many, many such controllers, all of whom are created by the
Supreme Lord, Visnu. This is illustrated by an incident described in
Caitanya-caritamrta. When the Brahma of this particular universe was
invited by Krsna to Dvaraka, he thought that he was the only Brahma.
Therefore when Krsna inquired from His servant which Brahma was at
the door to visit, Lord Brahma was surprised. He replied that of course
Lord Brahma, the father of the four Kumaras, was waiting at the door.
Later, Lord Brahma asked Krsna why He had inquired which Brahma
had come. He was then informed that there are millions of other
Brahmas because there are millions of universes. Krsna then called all
the Brahmas, who immediately came to visit Him. The catur-mukha
Brahma, the four-headed Brahma of this universe, thought himself a



very insignificant creature in the presence of so many Brahmas with so
many heads. Thus although there is a Brahma who is the engineer of
each universe, Krsna is the original source of all of them.

TEXT 29
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tvam iSise jagatas tasthusas ca
pranena mukhyena patih prajanam

cittasya cittair mana-indriyanam

patir mahan bhiita-gunasayesah
tvam—ryou; iSise—actually control; jagatah—of the moving being;
tasthusah—of the being that is dull or stationed in one place; ca—and;
pranena—>by the living force; mukhyena—the origin of all activities;
patih—master; prajanam—of all living entities; cittasya—of the mind;
cittaih—by the consciousness; manah—of the mind; indriyanam—and of
the two kinds of senses (acting and knowledge-gathering); patih—the
master; mahan—great; bhiita—of the material elements; guna—and the
qualities of the material elements; asaya—of desires; iSah—the supreme
master.

Your Lordship, being the origin of the life of this material world, is the
master and controller of the living entities, both moving and stationary,
and you inspire their consciousness. You maintain the mind and the
acting and knowledge-acquiring senses, and therefore you are the great
controller of all the material elements and their qualities, and you are the
controller of all desires.

In this verse it is clearly indicated that the original source of everything
is life. Brahma was instructed by the supreme life, Krsna. Krsna is the
supreme living entity (nityo nityanam cetanas cetananam (Katha
Upanisad 2.2.13)), and Brahma is also a living entity, but the original
source of Brahma is Krsna. Therefore Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita (7.7),
mattah parataram nanyat kificid asti dhanafijaya: "O Arjuna, there is no
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truth superior to Me." Krsna is the original source of Brahma, who is the
original source of this universe. Brahma is a representative of Krsna, and
therefore all the qualities and activities of Krsna are also present in Lord
Brahma.
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tvam sapta-tantiin vitanosi tanva

trayya catur-hotraka-vidyaya ca

tvam eka atmatmavatam andadir

ananta-parah kavir antaratma

tvam—you; sapta-tantiin—the seven kinds of Vedic ritualistic
ceremonies, beginning from the agnistoma-yajiia; vitanosi—spread;
tanva—Dby your body; trayya—the three Vedas; catuh-hotraka—of the
four kinds of Vedic priests, known as hota, adhvaryu, brahma and udgata;
vidyaya—Dby the necessary knowledge; ca—also; tvam—you; ekah—one;
atma—the Supersoul; atma-vatam—of all living entities; anadih—
without beginning; ananta-parah—without end; kavih—the supreme
inspirer; antah-atma—the Supersoul within the core of the heart.

My dear lord, by your form as the Vedas personified and through
knowledge relating to the activities of all the yajiic brahmanas, you
spread the Vedic ritualistic ceremonies of the seven kinds of sacrifices,
headed by agnistoma. Indeed, you inspire the yajfiic brahmanas to
perform the rituals mentioned in the three Vedas. Being the Supreme
Soul, the Supersoul of all living entities, you are beginningless, endless
and omniscient, beyond the limits of time and space.

The Vedic ritualistic ceremonies, the knowledge thereof, and the person
who agrees to perform them are inspired by the Supreme Soul. As
confirmed in Bhagavad-gita, mattah smrtir jianam apohanam ca: [Bg.
15.15] from the Lord come remembrance, knowledge and forgetfulness.
The Supersoul is situated in everyone's heart (sarvasya caham hrdi



sannivistah, iSvarah sarva-bhitanam hrd-dese 'rjuna tisthati [Bg. 18.61]),
and when one is advanced in Vedic knowledge, the Supersoul gives him
directions. Acting as Supersoul, the Lord gives inspiration to a suitable
person to perform the Vedic ritualistic ceremonies. In this connection,
four classes of priests, known as rtvik, are required. They are mentioned

as hota, adhvaryu, brahma and udgata.
TEXT 31
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tvam eva kalo 'mimiso jananam
ayur lavady-avayavaih ksinosi
kiita-stha atma paramesthy ajo mahars

tvam jiva-lokasya ca jiva atrma
tvam—ryou; eva—indeed; kalah—unlimited time; animisah—unblinking;
jananam—of all living entities; ayuh—the duration of life; lava-adi—
consisting of seconds, moments, minutes and hours; avayavaih—by
different parts; ksinosi—reduce; kiita-sthah—without being affected by
anything; atma—the Supersoul; paramesthi—the Supreme Lord; ajah—
the unborn; mahan—the great; tvam—you; jiva-lokasya—of this
material world; ca—also; jivah—the cause of life; atma—the Supersoul.

O my lord, Your Lordship is eternally awake, seeing everything that
happens. As eternal time, you reduce the duration of life for all living
entities through your different parts, such as moments, seconds, minutes
and hours. Nonetheless, you are unchanged, resting in one place as the
Supersoul, witness and Supreme Lord, the birthless, all-pervading
controller who is the cause of life for all living entities.

In this verse the word kiita-stha is very important. Although the
Supreme Personality of Godhead is situated everywhere, He is the
central unchanging point. Isvarah sarva-bhiitanam hrd-dese 'rjuna
tisthati: [Bg. 18.61] the Lord is situated in full in the core of everyone's
heart. As indicated in the Upanisads by the word ekatvam, although



there are millions and millions of living entities, the Lord is situated as
the Supersoul in every one of them. Nonetheless, He is one in many. As
stated in the Brahma-samhita, advaitam acyutam anadim ananta-rigpam:
[Bs. 5.33] He has many forms, yet they are advaita—one and unchanging.
Since the Lord is all-pervading, He is also situated in eternal time. The
living entities are described as parts and parcels of the Lord because He
is the life and soul of all living entities, being situated within their hearts
as the antaryami, as enunciated by the philosophy of inconceivable
oneness and difference (acintya-bhedabheda). Since the living entities
are part of God, they are one in quality with the Lord, yet they are
different from Him. The Supersoul, who inspires all living entities to
act, is one and changeless. There are varieties of subjects, objects and
activities, yet the Lord is one.

TEXT 32
o ¥ A -
astg fofeg safaRafta |
fo=m: Fora THag T4t
feToqenisfy Sefegs: 1 3R 1

tvattah param naparam apy anejad
ejac ca kificid vyatiriktam asti
vidyah kalas te tanavas ca sarva

hiranyagarbho 'si brhat tri-prsthah
tvattah—from you; param—nhigher; na—not; aparam—lower; api—
even; anejat—not moving; ejat—moving; ca—and; kificit—anything;
vyatiriktam—separate; asti—there is; vidyah—knowledge; kalah—its
parts; te—of you; tanavah—features of the body; ca—and; sarvah—all;
hiranya-garbhah—the one who keeps the universe within his abdomen;
asi—you are; brhat—greater than the greatest; tri-prsthah—
transcendental to the three modes of material nature.

There is nothing separate from you, whether it be better or lower,
stationary or moving. The knowledge derived from the Vedic literatures
like the Upanisads, and from all the sub-limbs of the original Vedic
knowledge, form your external body. You are Hiranyagarbha, the



reservoir of the universe, but nonetheless, being situated as the supreme
controller, you are transcendental to the material world, which consists of
the three modes of material nature.

The word param means "the supreme cause," and aparam means "the
effect." The supreme cause is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and
the effect is material nature. The living entities, both moving and
nonmoving, are controlled by the Vedic instructions in art and science,
and therefore they are all expansions of the external energy of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the center as the Supersoul.
The brahmandas, the universes, exist during the duration of a breath of
the Supreme Lord (yasyaika-nisvasita-kalam athavalambya jivanti loma-
vilaja jagad-anda-nathah [Bs. 5.48]). Thus they are also within the womb
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Maha-Visnu. Nothing,
therefore, is separate from the Supreme Lord. This is the philosophy of
acintya-bhedabheda-tattva.

TEXT 33
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vyaktam vibho sthitlam idam Sariram
yenendriya-prana-mano-gundams tvam
bhunkse sthito dhamani paramesthye
avyakta atma purusah puranah

vyaktam—manifested; vibho—O my lord; sthitlam—cosmic
manifestation; idam—this; sariram—external body; yena—by which;
indriya—the senses; prana—the life air; manah—the mind; gunan—
transcendental qualities; tvtam—you; bhunkse—enjoy; sthitah—situated,;
dhamani—in your own abode; paramesthye—the supreme; avyaktah—
not manifested through ordinary knowledge; atma—the soul; purusah—
the supreme person; puranah—the oldest.

O my lord, being changelessly situated in your own abode, you expand
your universal form within this cosmic manifestation, thus appearing to



taste the material world. You are Brahman, the Supersoul, the oldest, the

Personality of Godhead.

It is said that the Absolute Truth appears in three features—namely,
impersonal Brahman, localized Supersoul and ultimately the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Krsna. The cosmic manifestation is the gross
material body of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who enjoys the
taste of the material mellows by expanding His parts and parcels, the
living entities, who are qualitatively one with Him. The Supreme
Personality of Godhead, however, is situated in the Vaikuntha planets,
where He enjoys the spiritual mellows. Therefore the one Absolute
Truth, Bhagavan, pervades all by His material cosmic manifestation, the
spiritual Brahman effulgence, and His personal existence as the Supreme
Lord.

TEXT 34
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anantavyakta-riipena

yenedam akhilam tatam

cid-acic-chakti-yuktaya

tasmai bhagavate namah
ananta-avyakta-rispena—by the unlimited, unmanifested form; yena—by
which; idam—this; akhilam—total aggregate; tatam—expanded; cit—
with spiritual; acit—and material; Sakti—potency; yuktaya—unto him
who is endowed; tasmai—unto him; bhagavate—unto the Supreme
Personality of Godhead; namah—I offer my respectful obeisances.

Let me offer my respectful obeisances unto the Supreme, who in his
unlimited, unmanifested form has expanded the cosmic manifestation, the
form of the totality of the universe. He possesses external and internal
energies and the mixed energy called the marginal potency, which
consists of all the living entities.

The Lord is endowed with unlimited potencies (parasya Saktir vividhaiva
srivyate [Cc. Madhya 13.65, purport]), which are summarized as three,
namely external, internal and marginal. The external potency manifests



this material world, the internal potency manifests the spiritual world,
and the marginal potency manifests the living entities, who are mixtures
of internal and external. The living entity, being part and parcel of
Parabrahman, is actually internal potency, but because of being in
contact with the material energy, he is an emanation of material and
spiritual energies. The Supreme Personality of Godhead is above the
material energy and is engaged in spiritual pastimes. The material energy
is only an external manifestation of His pastimes.
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